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hc clead possun's still there." Oswlld rvas looking

olrt the passenger rvindow :rt the qnv, tiLrry corpse
*

on the side of the r-old. Sourchorv it lookccl evcu

deacler than it h:rd vcsterdly. L:rst night's rlin h:rdu't helpecl.

"Nothing looks deader tiran e dead possunr," Osrvald's

dad slic.l.

"Exccpt this to'uvrr," Osu,rld r.nunrblccl, looking at the

boardcd-up storcfi-onts rtnd the clisphy r.vindorvs, rvhich

rvere displaving rlothilrs but dtrst.

"What's that?" l)ad said. He 'uvrs alrc:rdv rvearins thc

stllpici red vest they put hinr in ''vhen he rvorked the deli

colrnter :rt the Snack Sp:rcc. C)srvalcl r.vished ire'cl wait to

put it on until after he dropped hinr rt scl-rool.

"This rown," C)sr.vald said, louder this time. "This cown

looks deadcr than a dead possunr."

His ciad lmghecl. ,,.V7cll, I dou,t suess l c.rr
tnart.

Tbree ycars lgo, when C)srvalcl \\.;rs \c\-cr
acrlrallv beeu stutF 11y de hcrs_a nrovic thci
and carc'l stot.c, altd :Ut ir.c_cr.e.ttrt shop rrirh altr.
cones. lJut rl.rcrr rhe urill had closed. The rrrill L

bcen the retsolt the low.n existecl. Osu,al.l.. .l
his job, and so hacl huudrc-ds of othcr kids. rrrc.rrr

Lots of farnilies hlri ntovcd away, includinq O.
fr-iend, lJen, ancl his tanrily.

Oswald's farnily h:rcl stryeci because his rrrorn.
hospital rvas sreacly and they didn,t u,,ant ro nlor
t.i'om Crar-rclna. So l)ad cncled up rvith a p:rrr_r
the Snack Space, rvhich paid five dollars an hou
he'd nracle at thc nrill, and Oswald u,atchccl thc
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FIVE NI6HTS AT FREDDY'S

One business after another shut down, like the organs in a

dying body, because nobody had the money for movies or

games or amaztr,g waffle cones anymore.

"Are you excited it's the last day of school?" Dad asked.

It was one of those questions adults always asked, like

"How was your day?" and "Did you brush your teeth?"

Oswaid shrugged. "I guess. But there's nothing to do

with Ben gone. School's boring, but home's boring, too."

"'When I was ten, I wasn't home in the summer until

I got called in for supper," Dad said. "l rode my bike and

played baseball and got into all kinds oftrouble."

"Are you saying I should get in trouble?" Oswald said.

"No, I'm saying you should have;fun." Dad pulled into

the drop-off line in front of 'Westbrook Elementary.

Hauefun. He made it sound so easy.

Oswald walked through the school's double doors and

ran srnack into Dylan Cooper, the iast person he wanted to

see. Oswald was apparently the first person Dylan wanted

to see, though, because his mouth spread in a rvide grin.

Dylan was the tallest kid in fifth grade and clearly enjoyed

looming over his victims.

"We11, if it isn't Osr,vald the Ocelot!" he said, his grin

spreading impossibly wider.

"That one never gets o1d, does it?" Oswald walked past

Dylan and was relieved when his tormentor chose not to

follow him.

When Oswald and his fifrh_gracle ci.
preschoolers, there rvas a cartoon on onr
kid channels about a big pink ocelot narn_.
a result, Dvlan and his friends had scarrt:
"Oswald the Ocelot', on the first day of kr:,,
had never stopped. Dylan was the kind of k
on anything that made you different. Ii::
Osrvald's name, it would have been hii ;
cowlick.

The name-calling had gotten nluch r,rc_.:..

U.S. history when rhey,d learned that rhe .:,
John F. Kennedy was named Lee Harr_ev C).,,
rvould rather be an ocelor than an assassin

Since it was the last day of school, there ._ ...

at doing any kind of real work. Mrs \i.
announced the day before that studenrs *;:.
bring their electronics as long as thev rooi. :.
for anvthing getring lost or broken. This :.-..
nreant that no effort would be trrade tou_._
cational acrivities of any kind.

Oswald didn,t have any modern elecrroni:,
\vas one laptop at home, but the whole famih .-
he wasn'r allowed to bring ir to school. He ::-
but it was the saddest, most out_of_dare rnoii, :

and he didn't want to take it our of his pock.: .

kneu, any kid who saw it would make fun r,j: -
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FIVE NIGHTS AT FREDDY'S

it was. So while other kids played games on their tablets or

handheld consoles, Oswald sat.

After just sitting became intolerable, he took our a

notebook and pencil and started to draw. He wasn't the

best artist in the world, but he could draw well enough

that his images were identifiable, and there was a certain

cartoony quality about his drawings that he liked. The best

thing about drawing, though, was that he could get lost in

it. It was like he fell into the paper and became part of the

scene he was creating. It was a welcome escape.

He didn't know why, but lately he had been draw-

ing mechanical animals-bears, bunnies, and birds. He

imagined them being human-size and moving with the

jerkiness of robots in an old science-fiction movie. They

were furry on the outside, but the fur covered a hard metal

skeleton filled with gears and circuits. Sometimes he drew

the animals' exposed metal skeletons or sketched them

with the fur peeled back to show some of the mechanical

workings underneath. It was a creepy effect, like seeing a

person's skull peeking out from beneath the skin.

Oswald was so immersed in his drawing that he was

startled when Mrs. Meecham turned off the lights to show

a movie. Movies always seemed like a teacher's final act of

desperation on the day before break-a way to keep the kids

quiet and relatively still for an hour and a half before set-

ting them loose for the summer. The movie Mrs. Meecham

chose was, in Oswald,s opinion, too babr_ish

of fifth graders. It r.vas about a farrr u.ith ra-,
and he had watched it before, but he u o:-
because, reaily, what else dicl he have ro clol

At recess, kids stood around tossing a b.rl, :
and talking about -uvhat thev were going :,:
sunlmer:

"I'm going to football carnp.,,

"l'm going to baskerball camp.,,

"I'm going to hang out at nry neighborhc-.:
"I'm uoing to stay u,ith n-ry grandparenr: :

Oswald sat on a bench and lisrened. F,

rvould be no camps and no pool menrber.hr:,
because there was no nloney. And so he .l :-
play his old video games rhar he,d alreadr :..
sand times, and maybe go to the librarr

If Ben \\,ere still here, it rvould be dir:::-
thev were just doing the same old srr-r1i. rh:.
it together. Ancl Ben could ali.vays nrakc O,-.
rilTing on video 5;ame characters or doing i i:: -

sonation of one of thcir teachers. He and B.: .

ntarter what they did. But now a sunlntcr _

vau.ned before him, wicle and emptv.

\'lost days Oswajd,s r-nom worked froni .l -
1) a.nr., so his dad had to make dinner. Usu.-1,, _,
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FIVE NI6HTS AT FREDDY'S

on frozen meals like lasagna or chicken potpie, or on cold

cuts and potato salad from the Snack Space deli that were

still good enough to eat but not good enough to sell. 'W'hen

Dad did cook, it was usually things that just required boil-

rng water.

While Dad got their dinner ready, Oswald's job was

to feed Jinx, their very spoiled black cat. Oswald often

thought that he used about the sarne amount of cooking

skill in openingJinx's can of stinky cat food as his dad used

in his dinncr preparations.

Tonight Oswald and Dad were sitting down to plates

of blue-box mac and cheese and some canned corn his dad

had zapped in the microwave. It was a very yellow meal.

"You know, I was thinking," Dad said, squirting ketchup

onto his macaroni and cheese. (Why did he do that? Oswald

wondered.) "I know you're old enough to stay home by

yourself some, but I don't like the idea of you staying by

yourself the whole day while your mom and I are at work.

I was thinking you could ride into town with me in the

mornings and I could drop you off at the library. You could

read, surf the ns5-"

Oswald couldn't let this one slide. How out of date could

his dad be? "Nobody says 'surf the net' anymore, Dad."

"They do now . . . because I just said it." Dad forked up

some macaroni. 'Anyway, I thought you could hang out in

the librarv in the mornings. 'When you get hungry, you

could head over to Jeff,spizza,for a slice a:--__

could pick vou up there once nry shift s or r:
Osw:rld considered for a moment. Jeti: p

of weird. It rvasn,t clirty exactlv, but it \\.rr :_
vinyl on the booth sears had been repaircd.. -

and the piastic letters had fallen ofTthe nre: _.

the counter so the listed toppings include.l r.r
urger. It u,as clear that fefft pizza used to L.r . :

ger and better than it now w.as. There n er_ ,

l1oor space and lots of unused electrical L)--,.
base of the walls. AJso, on the far u-ajl r_.. .

even tholrgh there r,".ere no perfonnarcc( :.:
so nruch as a karaoke rright. It was a strang: : .

not what it had once been, like the rest of :.:. .

n That beiug said, the ptzza was clecenr r:-._
tant, it rr"'as the only pizza in towu iirc.Lr :.:
kind lrorn the frozen foocl department ar rr. )
The Grv good restaurrnts ln torvn. incluJ;: -
and Marco's pizza (rvhich, unlikeJetT,s. hacl :..,
narnes), liad closed their doors not lons aiiei - .

"So you'J1 give me the rnonev for pizza.:, L,.
Since l)ad's job loss, Oslvald,s allorvance h:-:
prrcticallv nothing.

Dad sniilecl.-a kind of sad snrile, ir s.c:r :-:
' Son, .uve're bact o{f, but w,e,re not so bal , - 

-

r oLr thrce-fiftv for a slice and a soda.,,
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